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Claim Objections 

Claims 11 and 12 are objected to because of the following informalities: "the 
method of claim 1" should read "the method of claim 8." Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claim(s) 1-19 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Zigmond (6698020). 

As to claim 1 . Knudson discloses a method in a system: 

a transmitter for transmitting broadcast programming and multimedia messages to the 
subscribers as separate data streams (fig. 4, elements 62, 66; [8, 1-48]); 

at least one communication apparatus having receiver circuitry for receiving said 
multimedia messages data stream separate from receiving the data stream containing 
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said broadcast programming, each subscriber having at least one communication 
apparatus (fig. 4. element 60; [8, 1-37]), 

said at least one communication apparatus further including: 

a processor operatively connected to a mass storage device for processing and storing 
said received multimedia messages (fig. 4, element 62; [8, 1-11]), 

wherein said processor accesses said store multimedia messages for display in place of 
the broadcast programming being currently-viewed by the subscribers [7, 26-36]. 

As to claim 2, 

said processor displays said stored multimedia messages based upon detecting a 
trigger [8, 29-54]. 

As to claim 3, 

said trigger is selected from the group comprising at least a detection of a subscriber 
watching broadcast content, a command from a user Interface to view broadcast 
content, and from instructions received together with the multimedia messages and/or 
from instructions embedded In the broadcast content [8, 29-54]. 

As to claim 4. 

said transmitter further includes: an uplink facility for digitally encoding and multiplexing 
said multimedia messages into a packetized data stream, and for encoding and 
modulating said data packet into a suitable frequency band for reception; and a satellite 
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for receiving said data packet via an airllnl< from the uplinl^ facility, and for transmitting 
the data packet to said at least one communication apparatus (fig. 7; [17, 50] to [18, 
37]). 

As to claim 5, 

said multimedia messages are advertisements or commercials provided by content 
providers and intended for targeted subscribers ([18, 29-37]; [6, 1-11]). 

As to claim 6, 

content providers are assured that an advertisement or commercial reaches the desired 
subscribers as the content provider knows the targeted subscriber, when the 
advertisement or commercial will be displayed on a display device operatively 
connected to the subscriber's communication apparatus, and the amount or length of 
time the advertisement or commercial is to be displayed for the subscriber ([10, 47-64]; 
[9.21-38]; [9, 55] to [10, 3]). 

As to claim 7, 

the communication apparatus is a receiver or a set top box ([10, 3-15]; [7, 37-49]). 
As to claim 8, 

A method for providing multimedia messages to subscribers in a communication 
system, comprising: transmitting broadcast programming and multimedia messages to 
the subscribers as separate data streams from one location; and receiving said 
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multimedia messages data stream separate from receiving the data stream cx)ntaining 
said broadcast programming at the subscribers location, said received multimedia 
messages further subject to processing for display in place of the broadcast 
programming being currently-viewed by the subscribers (see claim 1). 

As to claim 9, 

said multimedia messages are displayed based upon detecting a trigger (see claim 2). 
As to claim 10, 

said trigger is selected from the group comprising at least a detection of a subscriber 
watching broadcast content, a command from a user interface to view broadcast 
content, and from instructions received together with the multimedia messages and/or 
from instructions embedded in the broadcast content (see claim 3). 

As to claim 1 1 , 

said step of transmitting further includes digitally encoding and multiplexing said 
multimedia messages into a packetized data stream; encoding and modulating said 
digitally encoded data packet into a suitable frequency band for reception; and 
transmitting the data packet to said subscribers (see claim 4). 

As to claim 12, 

said multimedia messages are advertisements or commercials provided by content 
providers and intended for targeted subscribers (see claim 5). 



Application/Control Number: 10/010.486 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2614 

As to claim 13, 

content providers are assured that an advertisement or commercial reaches the 
targeted subscribers, as the content provider knows the targeted subscriber, when the 
advertisement or commercial will be displayed to the targeted subscriber, and the 
amount or length of time the advertisement or commercial is to be displayed for the 
targeted subscribel (see claim 6). 

As to claim 14, 

A communication apparatus for processing multimedia messages received from a 
communication system for viewing by a subscriber, comprising: receiver circuitry for 
receiving a multimedia message data stream that is transmitted separately from a data 
stream containing broadcast programming that is received, a processor operatively 
connected to said receiver circuitry and a mass storage device for processing and 
storing said received multimedia messages, wherein said processor accesses said 
store multimedia messages for display in place of broadcast programming that is being 
currently-viewed by the subscriber (see claim 1). 

As to claim 1 5, 

said processor displays said stored multimedia messages based upon detecting a 
trigger (see claim 2). 

As to claim 16, 
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said trigger is selected from the group comprising at least a detection of a subscriber 
watching broadcast content, a command from a user interface to view broadcast 
content, and from instructions received together with the multimedia messages and/or 
from instructions embedded in the broadcast content (see claim 3). 

As to claim 17, 

said transmitter further includes: an uplink facility for digitally encoding and multiplexing 
said multimedia messages into a packetized data stream, and for encoding and 
modulating said data packet into a suitable frequency band for reception; and a satellite 
for receiving said data packet via an airlink from the uplink facility, and for transmitting 
the data packet to said at least one communication apparatus (see claim 4). 

As to claim 18, 

said multimedia messages are advertisements or commercials provided by content 
providers and intended for targeted subscribers (see claim 5). 

As to claim 19, 

content providers are assured that an advertisement or commercial reaches the desired 
subscribers as the content provider knows the targeted subscriber, when the 
advertisement or commercial will be displayed on a display device operatively 
connected to the subscriber's communication apparatus, and the amount or length of 
time the advertisement or commercial is to be displayed for the subscriber (see claim 6). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shirley Chang whose telephone number Is (571) 272- 
8546. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Infomriation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
SC 
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